THE -CONVICT -WORK -CAMP
«-LE -CAMP -DES -FORGATS -»

THE -ROMAN -EMPIRE

The convict work camp is a lightly fortified site, similar to those
built by the Romans at many strategic points (passes, rivers) to pro-
tect themselves from Barbarian invasions which occurred from the N
3rd century (clusurae). Y = NG e BTNE T oo
The camp sits at an altitude of 1800m at the foot of Mont Bugffes. P ? NS o
From the camp the plateau of Alpe d'Huez can be seen to the north

and the Romanche wvalley to the south.

Rectangular in shape, the camp measures 300m by 100m. There is
a 90cm high, 60cmwide storie wall on three sides. The wall is built
on a Znrwide, 50cm high barik, the bank having been created by
digging a mwide ditch outside the wall.
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Adminisiration : légat, procuren: ou préfet e - = - - .
(milieu du ITéme siécle apreés Jésus-Christ)

Provinces sénatoriales échelle au 1 /27 000 000

Administration : proconsul ou propréteur

A camp such as this could shelter a jew cohoris of Roman soldiers
who would have been able to slow down an army attempting to
cross the Alps.

Conquétes temporaires de ' Empire O rortaeguerre
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Autres (non conquises) ) Camp des légions

There were also some fortifications opposite the camp, on the
Homme Mountain. for example an old ditch can be discerned on
photos.
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DOWN - THE -CENT VRIES: -CROSSING -

Date
400 BC
718 BC

120 BC
77 BC

58 50 BC

9 BC

400

10501349

1494-1559

1628 1750

17941810

18O7-1863

THE -WESTERN-ALPS

Event
Invasion of Northern Jaly by the Galls
Hannibal crosses the Alps with 40,000

soldiers, 10,000 horserien and 40 cle
phanis

Roman pacification campaign begins

Porpey crosses the Alps with 6 legions
in order to go and fight in Spain

Conqueest of Gall by Julius Caesar. Mary
Crossings

Total pacification by the Emperor Augus-
tus

Barbarian invasions from the 3rd cen

tury ; the Romans protect their frontiers ;
invasion by the Burgunds in 4472

The inhabitanis of Dauphine control both
sides of the Alps

Jtalian wars (Charles VI and rancis 1)

Louis X)), Louis XV, Louis XV : wars
against Spain, and Austria which
controls Jaly

Napoleon’s Jalian canpaign

Creation of the Kingdom of ltaly

Creation of the current route by Na-
poleon J; jurther work by Napoleon 11

2

Moumntain crossed
29

Mort Ceris

Mont Genévre

Mort Genévre

Mort Genévre
Smaller St Bernard

Mont Genévre

Mont Genévre

Mont Genévre
Smaller St Bernard

Mot Genévre
Smaller St Bernard
Great St Bernard

Corniche

Simplon

Mot Cenis

Mot Genevre
Smaller St Bernard
Great St Bernard

Mont Genévre

THE -ROMANS -CROSS - THE - OISANS -VALLEY

- Between 50 BC and 100 AD, a major Roman route was created through
the Oisans (cf Peutinger’s Table). This fast route was maintained by Emperor
Augustus and his successors: Tlberius, Claudius and Nero.

It connects Turin to Lyons via Susa, Mont Genevre, Briangon, the Lautaret
pass, Villard d’Arénes, Mont de Lans, Bourg d'Oisans, Grenoble and Vienne.

It is a difficult, abrupt route that requires constant maintenance.

- When the Roman Empire began to decline from the 3rd century AD, the
route was gradually neglected and an easier, longer route via the Cluy pass
- with more ups and downs was preferred. Ajter passing through Villard
d’Arénes, the longer route goes through Mizoén, Freney, Chuy, the Poutran
pass, Oz and Grenoble.
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